
“...gathering as a community in service with  

the most vulnerable among us...’’ 

The TACO Times 

Vol. 11        No. 3 
 
Third Ave. Charitable Org. Inc. 
1420 Third Ave. 
San Diego, Ca. 92101-3193 
 
Return Service Requested 

  
Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
San Diego, CA 

Permit No. 2827 

Board of Directors (2014) 
Pr. Bill Radatz, President, 
First Lutheran Church 
John Pew, Vice President 
First Lutheran Church 
Brenda Johnson,Treasurer, 
St. Peter’s by the Sea 
Jennifer Siverts, Secretary, 
First Lutheran Church 
Randy Engel, St. Luke’s Lu-
theran Church 
Pr. Wilbert “Wilk” Miller, 
First Lutheran Church 
Kathryn Kanaan, First Lu-
theran Church Liaison 
Stephanie Jordan, Shepherd 
of the Valley Lutheran Church 
Sharon Carlson, First Lu-
theran Church 
Ladonna Piper, First Luther-
an Church 
Rosemary Johnston, Our 
Lady of Grace Catholic Church 
 

The TACO  Times 
First Lutheran Church 
1420 Third Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92101-3193 

This Month in the  
TACO Times:  
 

• Director’s Report 
(page one) 

• The Memory Keep-
ers (page two) 

• Empty Bowls Up-
date (page two) 

• Bread Upon the 
Waters pictures 
(page three) 

• Empty Bowls Pic-
tures (page four) 

• Our New Treasurer 
(page five) 

• Arms Outstretched 
2014 (page five) 

 

www.tacosd.org 

 

Gifts for Our Guests 
 
Each year Third Avenue Charitable Or-
ganization endeavors  to give a wrapped 
Christmas gift  to every patio guest 
who regularly comes for a hot meal. 
For most of our patio parishioners, this 
will be the only present that they will 
be given during the holiday season. 
 
Can you spare $25+ to continue this 
TACO tradition? The money will be 
used to purchase gifts for 200 needy 
people and light up their lives during 
this season of hope and joy. 
 
Donating is easy: Go to tacosd.org and 
click “how to help" then "donate" or 
simply send a check to TACO, 1420 
3rd Ave, 92101.  

*VOLUNTEER ALERT* 
WRAPPING PARTY AND  

POTLUCK 
 
Save the date of Saturday, Dec. 13th  at 
10 a.m. to come and wrap Christmas 
presents for our patio guests and end the 
morning with a potluck lunch!  
 
What holiday fun to enjoy the TACO 
camaraderie and Christmas cheer while 
being Santa's elves, then relaxing together 
for lunch.  
 
This wrapping party/potluck is for ALL 
volunteers (and even for those who've 
been thinking about volunteering). 
 
RSVP to torir@tacosd.org to join in the 
fun.  
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Director’s Report by Jim Lovell 

We have so much to be thank-
ful for. We have been blessed 
by very generous givers and to 
terrific fundraising events over 
the past two months. Com-
bined they brought us a total of 
$63,000!! These funds will pro-
vide 25% of our budget this 
year!  
 
In this issue of the TACO 
Times we celebrate Bread Up-
on The Waters, our fall fund-
raiser and the October Empty 
Bowls event at Calvary Luther-
an in October. Thank you to 
everyone who came out to 
either of those events, and a 
tremendous word of thanks to 
those who made those events 
happen. We know that we can-
not possibly serve the people 
we do without the tremendous 
service that is required to keep 
our doors open and keep us a 
place "where healing can hap-
pen for any and all who come." 
 
At the end of October we also 
remembered in memory of 
those who had died on our 
streets this past year.  People 
who we had built relationships 
with, some for a short while 
but many for years and years. 
People who found TACO and 
the patio at First Lutheran 
Church to be a refuge in the 
place of support.  
 
This year there were nine peo-
ple who we have walked along 
with and who has allowed us 
the privilege to be in their lives 

 
Arms Outstretched 
 
Arms Outstretched mem-
bers are those who have 
donated $365—a dollar a 
day—or more to TACO 
over the course of a year. 
Arms Outstretched mem-
bers receive free tickets to 
our fall fundraiser and special 
recognition in the TACO 
times. They have our special 
thanks for helping  both us 
and the community of down-
town San Diego. Please con-
sider becoming a member of 
Arms Outstretched. 
 
 
 
Donation FAQ 
 
Q: What is in a hygiene kit 
that is given to those who 
request one? 
 
A: A basic kit contains travel
-sized shampoo, conditioner, 
lotion, toothpaste and a 
toothbrush. An expanded kit 
may also contain deodorant, 
small-sized sunscreen, a 
comb and a washcloth. 
 
Q: What new clothing items 
does TACO need? 
 
A: There is a never ending 
need for men’s and women’s 
underwear and white knee-
high socks. 
 
Q: What types of donated 
clothing can you use? 
 
A: Pants, especially men’s 
pants that are sturdy like 
jeans, twills and cargos. T-
shirts in sizes large and up, 
and men’s athletic shoes are 
always in high demand. 
 
 

who died. We remembered 
them as a part of the All Saints 
service at First as well as with 
the Sin Diego Rescue Mission's 
13th Annual Interfaith Candle-
light Vigil. Additionally we held a 
memorial service for a woman 
who had been served by Going 
Home End-of-Life Services and 
to the Simons Walk Ministry. 
Our place and the church sanc-
tuary were filled on that day 
with memories of Sonia. 
 
We also welcome back Glen 
Stroman as our interim Food 
Coordinator/Security/Facilities 
staff. Glen has been involved 
with TACO in a variety of ways 
over the past 16 years. Most 
recently Glen was with us as we 
transitioned from Gregg in our 
kitchen to Tim. Glen is a trained 
chef and a ServeSafe Certified 
person in our kitchen.  Thank 
you to Glen and our amazing 
kitchen volunteers for their 
work to make sure that our 
meals are nutritious and enjoya-
ble for all those coming through 
our line.   
 

Speaking of all those coming 
through our line, the end of 
October saw a tremendous 
number of people coming 
for food.  The last Monday 
of the month we served 
steadily for an hour and 15 
minutes coming close to 
300 people served! Thank 
you to the incredible volun-
teers that we have week in 
and week out. We absolute-
ly cannot do any of this 
work without you. 
 
Speaking of which I do hope 
that many of you will come 
to the Christmas Wrapping 
Party/Volunteer Apprecia-
tion on Saturday, December 
13.  If you have been before 
you know what a very joyful 
event this is as we prepare 
our space for the giving of 
gifts. If you have never been, 
come and share fellowship 
with us, no need to bring 
wrapping paper or tape we 
have it in abundance. Also it 
is a potluck so please bring 
a dish to share with your 
holiday cheer. 
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The Memory Keepers by Nance Lovell, Going Home Coordinator 

We are the memory keepers. Each 
one of us leaves behind a legacy when 
our lives end on earth. Whether or 
not we have been cognizant of making 
this happen, inevitably someone re-
members who we are by his or her 
experience with us. This is most cer-
tainly true of Simon’s Walk. We 
spend much of our time with our cli-
ents in fairly intimate spaces where 
fear and insecurity and a host of emo-
tions flow. Some are shared deliber-
ately and openly, yet much lies be-
neath the surface and we have only a 
glimpse of what is at the core.  In ei-
ther case, we are privy to their pri-
vate self. We have been given a place 
of honor and responsibility.   
 
As one might imagine, when one of 
our clients dies, there is a huge range 
to how their families respond and 
interact with us. The burning of bridg-
es has often already taken place years 
before we ever met our clients. 
Sometimes, we realize that our clients 
have broken ties with their past to 
remain sane and safe. Still other times, 
we find a caring family in which many 

misunderstandings separated them 
through the days and years. In most 
cases, we find that we know a differ-
ent person than who the family de-
scribes.   

 
We are the memory keepers. In all 
the ugliness and dissonance that we 
witness of street life, we also see, 
with eyes wide open, that there are 
simple graces that befall the streets of 
San Diego. We see the vulnerability 
that isn’t shared openly. Remember 
the old gangster who had spent more 
time in prison than not, yet who also 
required assistance making a phone 
call and was completely illiterate? Re-
member the gruff alcoholic who was 
an avid reader and who tenderly 
cared for his disabled partner? Re-
member the yelling drug addict and 
alcoholic who sobbed with remorse 
of not being able to raise her child? 

Remember the lonely, mentally ill, 
alcoholic man that sweetly held his 
“mommy’s” hand and called her his 
best friend?   
 
Do you remember the quiet woman 
who sat at the top of the church 
stairs as she worked her puzzle books 
and chain-smoked day and night?  Re-
member her? Her name was Sonia 
and we remembered her with a me-
morial on Friday morning, Refor-
mation Day and All Saints eve. Stories 
were shared of whom we knew her 
as, beyond the fixture at the top of 
the stairs.   
 

We have a responsibility to one an-
other, to take note of the people we 
come to know. We can give meaning 
and depth to the faceless, nameless 
objects amongst us. We can make the 
invisible real. Tell the stories - give 
their lives a memory. 

TACO would like to thank everyone 
that helped put on our Empty Bowls 
fundraiser on October 18th—
including Kay Horst (Calvary Luther-
an), James Wang (Chinese Bible 
Church of San Diego), and Jan Blue-
mer (Calvary Lutheran), who orga-
nized the event, the volunteers, the 
30 restaurants who donated over 110 
gallons of soup, the potters, the musi-
cians of the Big Decisions, and last but 
not least our 363 guests! Together we 
raised over $10,000 on a beautiful 
sunny day near the ocean. 
 
County Supervisor Dave Roberts at-
tended and spoke of the plight of the 
hungry in San Diego- particularly of 
children, mentioning that 1 out of 6 

There are simple graces 
that befall the streets of 

San Diego. 

We can make the  
invisible real. 

Empty Bowls raises over $10,000! 

children in San Diego County go to bed 
hungry. With your help, TACO does 
what it can to bring that number down. 
 
For pictures and more information 
about future Empty Bowls events, go to 
facebook.com/EmptyBowlsSanDiego. 

END-OF-YEAR GIVING 
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Arms Outstretched 2014 
Arms Outstretched members are those who have donated $365—a dollar a day—or more to 
TACO over the course of a year. Arms Outstretched members receive free tickets to our fall 

fundraiser and special recognition in the TACO times. They have our special thanks for  
helping  both us and the community of downtown San Diego. Please consider becoming a 

member of Arms Outstretched. 
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Every year Third Avenue Charitable 
Organization likes to give a wrapped 
present to every patio guest who regu-
larly comes for one of our hot meals. 
For most of our regulars, this will be 
the only present that they will unwrap 
during the Christmas season, and there 
is great joy to be found not only in the 
receiving, but in the giving as well. 
 
Can you spare $25+ to continue this 
TACO tradition? The money will be 
used to purchase new, warm sleeping 
bags for 200 people. To donate, please 
go to www.tacosd.org and click “how 
to help.” (Come be part of the gift giv-
ing fun at our wrapping party/potluck 
on December 13th at 10am!) 
 
Enjoy the camaraderie and Christmas 
tunes while wrapping sleeping bags, 
then finish your morning with a potluck 
lunch. RSVP to torir@tacosd.org to 
join in the fun. 

TACO has a new treasurer! Tom 
Templeton was as reliable as the rain 
(or even more so, this being San Die-
go), but after more than ten years of 
service, he’s finally taking a well-
deserved break. 
 
He’ll be replaced by Brenda Johnson. 

Passing the Buck 

Brenda has been a longtime volun-
teer at TACO and served on the 
board as secretary for a year before 
now taking over at treasurer. We’re 
lucky to have had both them of them, 
and we’d all like to give Brenda a 
warm welcome! 


