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Welcome to June and Sum-
mer at TACO! Though our 
weather here has had a couple 
of strange weeks, rainy and 
cold to 85 and bright within 
the same seven days, it ap-
pears that the warm is here to 
stay for a while. This is the 
time of the year that things 
dry up and the cold begins to 
lift. As this happens, we look 
for new opportunities to help 
those who come for care to 
move off of the streets and to 
receive necessary care. 
 
Reports from Feeding Amer-
ica and the San Diego Food 
Bank tell us that more than 
400,000 San Diego residents 
are considered “Food Inse-
cure” meaning that they are 
unsure where food will come 
from in the coming week. We 
certainly have had greater and 
greater numbers of people 
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coming to our meals this past 
year than at other times. 
Sometimes we worry that our 
food budget will become 
tighter and tighter. But, on the 
heels of that worry, Saturday 
May 11th saw Empty Bowls 
2013!! If you were there you 
know how great it was and 
perhaps you saw all the peo-
ple who attended. You will 
find a more involved story in 
this newsletter spelling out all 

the fun had and funds raised, 
but we are currently well over 
$16,000! Thank you to all the 
potters who have chosen this 
event as a cause for their art. 
 
Of course meals and nutrition 
are services that we are well 
known for amongst the com-
munity as well as amongst the 
churches and other groups 
who provide support and  
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TACO held its annual Empty 
Bowls fundraised this past 
Saturday, May 11 at La Jolla 
United Methodist Church. 
Guest enjoyed delicious food, 
good music, good company, 
and beautiful handcrafted 
bowls, all in support of 
TACO’s mission. 
 
We’re very happy to report 
that the final donation total 
was over $16,000! This breaks 
our record for individual do-
nations at these events, set 

Empty Bowls Raises Over $16,000 

last year with just over 
$15,000. Everyone here is 
incredibly grateful to the 
guests, volunteer, organizers, 
potters, musicians, and partici-
pating restaurants. Without 
you these events could never 
happen. 
 
We would especially like to 
thank Jennifer Siverts-
McGrady and Brenda Johnson, 
who organized the event, 

Arms Outstretched 
TACO would like to take a 
moment to thank our Arms 
Outstretched donors, who 
donate a dollar a day—$365 
a year—or more to our mis-
sion in Downtown San Diego. 
 
Anonymous 
Betty and Joseph Corsi 
Brenda Johnson 
Carl Josephson 
David and Lois Case 
Diana and Gary Randall 
Frank Jessie 
Gloria Espeseth 
James and Ruth Gibbons 
Jean-Claude and Rebecca 

Chamaa 
Jeannie Oestreicher 
John and Katherine Ader 
John Nunn 
Kathleen Harrington 
Kevin Gannon 
Laverne Neuman 
Mary Jane Setterlund 
Mickey and Stephanie 

Wade 
Oliver Biederman 
Pastor Laurie Line 
Rachel Line 
Rev. William Radatz 
Richard Hostin 
Robert and Gretchen 

Ravenscroft 
Sandra Timmons 
Steven and Carol Hassett 
The Anderson Foundation 
 
Stay in touch with our 
Facebook page and  
website! 
 
Want to know what is 
happening at TACO more 
often? Want to see pic-
tures of great events you 
read about here? If you are 
on Facebook, you can go 
to the TACO page at 
www.facebook.com/
TACOSDfb and "like" us, 
or visit our website at 
www.tacosd.org. 
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volunteers to us month in and month 
out. But we continue to be hard at 
work assisting folks to gain access to 
vital medical healing both here at 
TACO and in the larger healthcare 
community. Whether people are pa-
tients of our partners, the UCSD Stu-
dent-run Free Clinic or in need of 
medical care, we are helping people 
to gain access to the new programs 
available through the Affordable Care 
Act, sometimes called Obamacare. 
 
What is amazing is the opportunity to 
connect people to healthcare who 
have never had health insurance be-
fore. Because of  their very low in-
comes (for an individual, $1,200 or 
less a month) these are individuals 
who could not afford monthly premi-
ums. Just this morning, I received an 
email from a woman whose mother 

Empty Bowls continued from page one 

Lynn Render and all of the San Diego 
potters who donated bowls, and the 
Gone Tomorrow Bluegrass Band. 
 
This year’s participating restaurants 
and bakeries were Beaumont's, Bern-
ini's Bistro, Brigantine Seafood, Din-
ner A-Go-Go, El Indio Mexican Res-
taurant & Catering, Fairouz Restau-
rant and Gallery, George's at the 
Cove, Hard Rock Hotel, Miguel's 
Cucina Mexican Good, Pacifica Del 
Mar, Point Loma Seafoods, Sammy's 
Woodfired Pizza, San Diego Yacht 

Simon’s Walk: The 
Quiet Ministry of 

Women 
by Nance Lovell 

 
Simon’s Walk is our volunteer por-
tion of Going Home (TACO’s end of 
life services). These volunteers give 
of their time and service to people 
who are either terminally ill or medi-
cally fragile. For some reason, this 
ministry is predominantly a group of 
women, although in the past we have 
had a couple men pass through as 
well. This group of women are a 
powerhouse of strength, wisdom, 
compassion, insight, care, & generos-
ity. I’m biased, sure. However, I am 
humbled and honored to be able to 
serve with them. They have lives 
outside of TACO in which they are/
were teachers, Sunday School lead-
ers, psychologists, nurses, chaplains, 
parents and more. Yet they find time 
and energy to serve the most vulner-
able among us in a rather intensive 
and intimate manner. 
 
If you have accompanied anyone in 
their dying and death, you know this 
is no small service to provide. It is 
the waiting, sitting with, the uncer-
tain moments, the pain, the confu-
sion, the despair…it is all part of 
being with someone in their final 
days. Our work is anxiety producing, 
saddening, rewarding, learning, and 
tragic all rolled up in one. I want to 
applaud our Simon Volunteers in this 
moment. If you have not already 
added these women to your prayer 
time, please do. 
 
Please pray for Barbara D’Aversa, 
Christine Habib, Debby Hays & 
LaVerne Neuman! Also, currently in 
training, please pray for Elaine Ber-
tram & Suzanne Pew. 

had an emergency hospital stay cost-
ing more than $10,000.  Since the 
mom and daughter together do not 
make more than $1,400 per month, 
they could not afford to pay down on 
this debt. What traditionally has hap-
pened has been that either the hospi-
tal or the government had needed to 
absorb that bill. But now, I am able to 
connect people to medical care that is 
covered, at a community health cen-
ter. This means that countless Emer-
gency Room visits do not need to 
happen as people can see doctors 
long before their illnesses are that 
severe. That care and dignity can hap-
pen just as we would wish it to be for 
our own families and that illnesses can 
be managed. We work at this con-
necting process with around 8 to 12 
persons each week. 

Club, Souplantation, Sipz Fusion Vege-
tarian Cafe, The Cottage, The Fishery, 
The French Gourmet, Three Squares, 
Water's Catering, Whisknladle, 
Whole Foods Market, Bread & Cie, 
Champagne French Bakery, Charlie's 
Best Bread, Einstein's, Girard Gour-
met, Julian Bakery, Village Mill Bread 
Company.  
 
For more information and pictures, 
visit the San Diego Empty Bowls face-
book page at www.facebook.com/
EmptyBowlsSanDiego. 
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In this Volunteer Report, I often thank 
those groups of volunteers who help 
to serve the meal, whether they are 
regularly scheduled once a month, 6 
times a year, or those groups who are 
wanting to serve for the first time.  
 
And just as in practice, our faithful 
regular volunteers often go unnoticed 
and don’t often get thanked: Those 
volunteers who help with the meal 
every Monday, every Friday, or even 
both days; those volunteers who 
gladly step aside to let new volunteers 
get the experience of serving TACO’s 
guests; those who I don’t need to tell 
to not touch their clean utensils to 
our guests’ trays during seconds but 
rather they tell me that there is too 
much fruit salad being served and we 

A Thanks to the Regulars by Rachel Line 

need to do smaller scoops in order 
for everyone to have at least one 
serving of fruit salad.   
 
There are almost 40 people who 
make up our core group of volun-
teers. About twelve of them come on 
both Mondays and Fridays.  While 
TACO is very grateful for those 
groups who volunteer, TACO is in-
debted to those individual volunteers 
who somehow keep calm in the occa-
sional chaos and keep things running 
smooth week after week. 
 
So here is a big thank you to YOU: 
those who know the guests by name, 
those who know the routine better 
than I do, those without whom we 
would be lost. 



“...gathering as a community in service with  

the most vulnerable among us...’’ 
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This Month in the 
TACO Times:  
 

• Empty Bowls raises 
$16,000 (page one) 

• Simon’s Walk (page 
two) 

• Bread Upon the 
Waters is coming 
(page three) 

• Volunteer Appre-
ciation (page three) 

• “Homeless Treas-
ures” rummage sale  
coming June 22nd 
(page four) 
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We are still in need of 
donations! See the flyer 
for details. 
 
We are also still in need 
of volunteers to help sort 
donations, especially the 
week prior to the sale, 
and volunteers for a vari-
ety of jobs the day of the 
sale. To volunteer, please 
contact Martha Radatz at 
619-575-2845 or email 
mradatz@cox.net. 
 


